Program Modification Form

Effective Year/Term:  Fall 2015
College:  Sciences & Mathematics
Department:  Chemistry & Biochemistry
Name of Program:  Biochemistry 
Type of Change Requested (Click all that apply):

Change of required Courses  FORMCHECKBOX 
, Change in credit hours  FORMCHECKBOX 

Addition of new Minor  FORMCHECKBOX 
, Concentration  FORMCHECKBOX 

Deletion of Minor  FORMCHECKBOX 
, Concentration  FORMCHECKBOX 

Is the requested program change dependent on the approval of any course modifications, additions, or deletions?
Yes
If so, please list the proposed course changes below:

The addition of CHE 464, Advanced Biochemistry, will need to be approved for this modification to be implemented.
How many credit hours is the current program (if applicable) 
120
How many credit hours will the new/modified program be 
 120
Are there any prerequisites that will not count toward the required hours for the major/minor?  No
If so, list the prerequisites, the number of credit hours, and an explanation
	Course
	Prerequiste for
	Explanation

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Detail the planned changes below:

1.) Change required PHY 241/241L and 242/242L to PHY 131/131L and PHY 132/132L or PHY 241/241L and 242/242L.

2.) Change the advanced electives (3) required to advanced electives (3) or MTH 220 (3).

3) Decrease the number of BIO hours required from 24 to 21 hours.

4.) Add an additional biochemistry course, Advanced Biochemistry, CHE 464 (3).

Discuss the rationale for the proposed changes:

1.) Change required PHY 241/241L and 242/242L to PHY 131/131L and PHY 132/132L or PHY 241/241L and 242/242L.  To incorporate more flexibility for the students in scheduling, we would like to accept both tracks of physics.  We are already doing this in practice and would like to officially document it.
2.) Change the advanced electives (3) required to advanced electives (3) or MTH 220 (3).  To incorporate more flexibility for the health science students, we are willing to accept MTH 220 as an advanced elective.  The biochemistry curriculum does not need the advanced hours to meet the 36 hour in-residence requirement.  Once again, we are already doing this in practice and would like to officially document it.
3) Decrease the number of BIO hours required from 24 to 21 hours.  The biology minor requires 20-23 hours; however, based on the course offerings and course credit of biology courses, many of our students end up taking 25-27 hours.  We want to reduce the biology requirement in the biochemistry major to a value that is easier to obtain within the official requirement for the biology minor.  In addition, we are freeing up 3 hours for item 4 below to maintain the 120 hour major.  The biochemistry major will decrease the required number of biology hours needed from 24 to 21 hours, and substitute them with the newly proposed course of Advanced Biochemistry, CHE 464 (3).

4.) Add an additional biochemistry course, Advanced Biochemistry, CHE 464 (3).
Many programs of similar size as SFA have three upper level biochemistry courses.  In an effort to strengthen the biochemistry major, the biochemistry major will add CHE 464, Advanced Biochemistry.  The addition of this course will require the modification of CHE 452, comprehensive biochemistry I, and CHE 453, comprehensive biochemistry II.   The modified CHE 452 course will be designed for all majors that currently take CHE 452 (nutrition, chem, biochem, biology, pre-med, etc.) and will be a course more suited for students taking a single biochemistry course; the pre-requisites will remain the same.  CHE 453 and CHE 464 will be designed for biochemistry majors and cover more depth biochemistry topics that will enhance the biochemistry knowledge of our majors.  CHE 453 will have a pre-requisite of CHE 452 while CHE 464 will have CHE 453 as a pre-requisite.   

How would the planned change affect students and/or other departments/disciplines?

It will not affect students in other disciplines directly; however, indirectly the change will allow students in other disciplines to enroll in a biochemistry course which is more suited for their needs.
Please fill out the table if necessary and attach any additional supporting information that you feel would be helpful or necessary.

Dept. Chair  ________________________________  Date: ______________

College Curriculum Chair  ________________________________  Date: ____________
College Dean  ________________________________  Date: ______________

Grad Dean/Univ Curr Chair  ________________________________  Date: ________

Please use the table below to detail major changes involving three or more classes or major curriculum realignments.  Please double check that all information is accurate and that the hours add up correctly and consistently with prior information.

	Current Program
	Proposed Program

	Course
	Hours
	Change
	Course 
	Hours
	Change

	CHE 133/133L
	4
	 
	CHE 133/133L
	4
	 

	CHE 134/134L
	4
	 
	CHE 134/134L
	4
	 

	CHE 231/231L
	4
	 
	CHE 231/231L
	4
	 

	CHE 275 
	1
	 
	CHE 275 
	1
	 

	CHE 331/331L
	4
	 
	CHE 331/331L
	4
	 

	CHE 332/332L
	4
	 
	CHE 332/332L
	4
	 

	CHE 337/337L
	4
	 
	CHE 337/337L
	4
	 

	CHE 443/443L
	4
	 
	CHE 443/443L
	4
	 

	CHE 452/452L
	4
	 
	CHE 452/452L
	4
	 

	CHE 453
	3
	 
	CHE 453
	3
	 

	CHE 454/454L
	3
	 
	CHE 454/454L
	3
	 

	
	
	 
	CHE 464
	3
	add course

	CHE 470
	1
	 
	CHE 470
	1
	 

	CHE 475
	1
	 
	CHE 475
	1
	 

	BIO 130
	3
	 
	BIO 130
	3
	 

	BIO131/131L
	4
	 
	BIO131/131L
	4
	 

	BIO 133/133L
	4
	 
	BIO 133/133L
	4
	 

	BIO elec
	13
	modify
	BIO elec
	10
	modify: decrease by 3 hrs.

	ENG 131 or 133
	3
	 
	ENG 131 or 133
	3
	 

	ENG 132
	3
	 
	ENG 132
	3
	 

	CSC 101 or 201
	3
	 
	CSC 101 or 201
	3
	 

	PCS 141
	3
	 
	PCS 141
	3
	 

	PCS 142
	3
	
	PCS 142
	3
	

	HIS 133
	3
	
	HIS 133
	3
	

	HIS 134
	3
	
	HIS 134
	3
	

	ENG 273
	3
	
	ENG 273
	3
	

	Lang., Phil., Culture
	3
	
	Lang., Phil., Culture
	3
	

	Oral Comm
	3
	
	Oral Comm
	3
	

	Creative Arts
	3
	
	Creative Arts
	3
	

	Social & Behavioral
	3
	
	Social & Behavioral
	3
	

	PHY 241/241L
	4
	modify
	PHY 131/131L or 241/241L
	4
	modify: either PHY track

	PHY 242/242L
	4
	modify
	PHY 132/132L or 242/242L
	4
	modify: either PHY track

	Advanced Elective
	3
	modify
	Advanced Elective or MTH 220
	3
	modify: either elective or MTH 220

	MTH 233
	4
	
	MTH 233
	4
	

	MTH 234
	4
	
	MTH 234
	4
	

	Total Hours
	120
	 
	Total Hours
	120
	 


Changes-- Add, Delete, Modify

